alumni community, and in this way encourage possible collaboration. This special edition of The Environmentalist is one of the fruits of this alumni event.
As the DAAD New York office has served as a transatlantic mediator for German and North American artists, students, researchers, and scholars for over the past 40 years, it was natural to include the transatlantic component in the conference's topic. However, the theme of the meeting also intended to extend beyond the DAAD's mission and include a subject that would make the conference more relevant to today's world trends. Therefore, we turned to one of the currently most discussed areas: sustainability. Whether one is talking about arts, fashion, architecture, science, food industry, renewable energy, natural resources, technology, etc., the issue of sustainability is omnipresent in contemporary discourse.
The topic of the conference was sufficiently broad to attract scholars from many different fields of studies, which goes hand in hand with DAAD's mission to fund all disciplines. Therefore, we reached out to alumni from all fields who have had intensive research experience in Germany and come from a professional or academic background relevant to the conference topic. The turnout was spectacular. One hundred and twenty participants with backgrounds in natural science, civil engineering, architecture philosophy, art, digital media, medicine, and nuclear energy, to name just a few disciplines, attended the meeting. The feedback we received after the conference confirmed that this was one of the biggest and most successful interdisciplinary conferences hosted by DAAD in recent years.
Of the 120 participants, 36 had an opportunity to present their most recent research pertaining to the dual themes of the conference. The quality of the papers presented was so good that Dr. Peter Kevan, one of the speakers, invited all S. Fohrbeck (&) DAAD, New York, NY, USA e-mail: fohrbeck@daad.org the presenters to submit the extended versions of their articles for review to potentially be published in a special issue of The Environmentalist. The articles that were ultimately selected for publication are collected in the present issue and represent above all the interdisciplinary nature of the event and the high academic standards maintained throughout.
Dr. Sebastian Fohrbeck Director, DAAD New York
